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January 16, 2022 
LETTING HISTORY OUT OF THE BOX 

 
       While there is a whole catalog of disadvantages to growing older, there is at least one advantage—you have a 
sense of perspective on things.  For example, lately there have been a lot of reports that the pandemic may be the 
death knell for movie-going.  The long layoff from going to the movies, coupled with the proliferation of streaming      
services and the fact that more films are being made available for home viewing more quickly means there is less 
incentive to ever go back to the cinema.  The prophets of doom may be right.  At home we can watch what we want 
when we want to and make as much noise as we want and start texting if we want without anyone glaring at us.  On 
the other hand, I have been hearing that movie-going was going the way of the dinosaur for as long as I have had 
ears to hear. 
 
       When I started going to movies with my parents about 1959, the theatre business had already been in decline for 
over ten years because of television.  The same questions that are being asked now were being asked then:  Why go 
out when you can be entertained at home?  Movie theatres were mostly independently owned: the big houses show-
ing first run movies, and the smaller neighborhood theatres showing movies on their second run.  And these theatres 
were closing one by one, and very few new theatres were being built.  I can remember movie marquees displaying 
the tag line “Fight Pay-TV”.  Cable television would come one day and that would be the final nail in the coffin.  
But the movies managed to reinvent themselves.  First there were “twin” theatres and then multiplexes, to take ad-
vantage of economies of scale; and then the chains took over, showing the same first-run movies in multiple loca-
tions.  And, when people began to demand more comfort and luxury, well, they introduced auditorium seating, and 
recliners, and bigger screens, and dine-in options.  Movie people have shown an incredible amount of creativity and 
imagination in keeping their business going.  Maybe they can reinvent themselves once more.  I certainly do not 
want to compare the Eucharist to buttered popcorn; but there is a certain parallel, isn’t there, between movie going 
and church going.  Will “they” come back is also a big question churches are asking.  Is the Eucharist as important 
to Catholics as our theology says it is?  Is doing without the Body of Christ a decent trade-off for being able to stay 
home and watch Mass on video?  Have I found that not going to Mass has made little difference in my day to day 
life?  Will “getting people back to church” require as much creativity and imagination as cinema people have shown 
over the last fifty years?  
 
       And, here is another thing.  This Monday we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday.  That our country 
would ever honor a Black man with a national holiday and a statue in Washington was unimaginable to me during 
my childhood in Memphis.  When people today talk about the Jim Crow South, they often focus on lynching and 
brutality by pot-bellied sheriffs.  Well, there was plenty of that to go around; but the real reason segregations sur-
vived is that most of us white folks thought it was OK.  They have their schools; we have our schools; they have 
their stores; we have our stores; they have their waiting room; we have our waiting room.  They have their drinking 
fountain; we have ours.  What’s the big deal?  I am sure in the 1950’s there were white Southerners who spoke out 
against segregation and how everything that was designated for “colored” people was inferior to what we got.  But 
there were not many such people, their voices were not that prominent, and they were not taken seriously.  I know I 
was never exposed to such people.  When the Civil Rights movement began to take hold in the mid-1960’s, lots of 
white people jumped aboard—either because they had wised up or because they were good politicians.  By the time 
Dr. King came to Memphis in 1968 to support the sanitation workers’ strike, I was in high school and had been 
”radicalized” by our biology teacher, who was also one of the school’s drug dealers (Well, why shouldn’t biology 
be practical?).  But many whites were still able to dismiss Dr. King’s rhetoric because he had a connection with the 
Communist Party, and the Communists were behind the Civil Rights Movement.  When Dr. King was assassinated, 
some liberal commentators were saying that he had already begun to lose control of the Civil Rights Movement, that 
his message of non-violence was ceasing to resonate as strongly as it once did.  More radical voices were taking the 
lead, and, that had he not been assassinated, he would probably have faded into obscurity.  History is rarely as neat 
as it appears in the rear-view mirror.  But that is something we do not often appreciate unless we have lived through 
it.  There is no room for complexity in the Twitter Universe, and that is part of our national problem. 

 
                                                                                                              Fr. Joe 



Second Sunday In Ordinary Time 

   Lectors                                                        Eucharistic 
                                                                       Ministers 
 
                                January 22-23, 2022  
 
M. Gordon                              5:00                 M. Foster 
B. Schuman 
R. Tevonian                            7:30                 R. Tevonian 
K. Kennicott                           9:00                 C. Gimbar 
R. Zanger   
M. Amend                             10:30                E. Bunzol 
K. Nagatoshi                         12:15                D. Iaccino 
A. Carvajal                             5:00                 B. Fumo 
 

OUR VIDEO MASS CONTINUES  
For those who have not yet returned to church, Sunday 
Mass from Assumption is uploaded on our website at 
4:00 p.m.  Saturday (www.assumption-chgo.org).     
Sunday Mass from Assumption is also available on our 
Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  

FEEDING THE HUNGRY    
For Thanksgiving and Christmas, many churches and 
charities offer meals to the needy and homeless. But 
people are still hungry in January and February. Chi-
cago Help Initiative has been allowed to resume offer-
ing indoor hot meals on a limited basis on Wednesday 
evenings at Catholic Charities, 721 North LaSalle.  
However CHI feeds many more people across Chicago 
with bag meals, and the number of volunteers who    
prepare these meals has declined. Find out how you can 
provide bag meals to your sisters and brothers who are 
struggling by contacting chicagohelpinitiative.org.  

ELECTRONIC GIVING  
Electronic giving is the twenty-first century way to sup-
port your church. Go to our homepage (www.
assumption-chgo.org) and click on electronic giving. 
That will take you to GiveCentral, where you can draw 
up your giving plan. Thereafter, the amount you have 
designated will be charged to your credit card or trans-
ferred electronically from your checking account each 
week. 

RENEW MY CHURCH  
As one of the last Groupings to be activated as part of 
the Renew My Church process, we at Assumption will 
be discerning our future along with Holy Name          
Cathedral, St. Peter, St. Patrick, St. Mary, and St. James.     
Although no structural changes are anticipated in our 
Grouping at the present time, each of our parishes will 
participate in the Building the New Reality phase of   
Renew My Church, which is focused on energizing our 
mission and evangelization efforts. Representing As-
sumption will be Deacon Kevin Zajdel, Beth Schuman, 
Eva Bernacki, Lukas Cichon, and myself. We will meet 
virtually with Cardinal Cupich and the representatives 
from the other parishes on Thursday evening, January 
20. Then we will all meet in person with a facilitator on 
Saturday, February 5 and Saturday, March 5 to talk 
about what we might do as a Grouping and as individual 
faith communities. The final phase of the process is to 
draw up an action plan for Assumption, a plan to which 
everyone here will be invited to contribute. 

MASS FOR LIFE  
Our annual Mass in support of human life and the right 
to life will take place at 10:30 a.m. January 16. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
There will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on 
January 17 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. (Note this new time 
for winter). Exposition will conclude with Benediction 
at 7:00 p.m. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  
On the weekend of January 22-23, there will be a      
second collection for the Church in Latin America. 

SIGN UP FOR “FORMED”  
Assumption has subscribed to the on-line Catholic    
digital resource “Formed”. Learn more about your faith 
at your own pace. To sign up, go to formed.org/signup; 
look for Assumption Church at 323 W Illinois; hit next; 
enter your name and email address; check your email for 
a link to begin using FORMED. 

TOILETRIES DRIVE  
The Servite Secular Community at Assumption is     
conducting their annual toiletries drive this month to 
benefit Zacchaeus House, a transitional living facility 
for men, and The House of the Good Shepherd, which 
provides transitional housing and other social services 
for women and children who have suffered from domes-
tic violence. Among items needed are razors, shaving 
cream, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hair 
brushes, and combs. Gift cards are also welcome. Please 
place your donations in the gold box next to the Vatican 
flag by February 20.  



                           
MASS INTENTIONS 

FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 15, 2022           
Sat.        15th        5:00     Theresa Hufnagel (RIP) 
Sun.       16th        7:30     Helen Dillon (RIP) 
                             9:00     Pat Tolios (RIP) 
                            10:30    Mass For Life 
                            12:15    Theresa Hufnagel (RIP) 
                             5:00     Michael & Rose Marie Sopko (RIP),  
                                              Helen Morris (RIP)  Deceased of Sopko,  
                                                       Morris, Pfiester & Jenkins Families 
Mon.     17th        7:00     Theresa Hufnagel (RIP) 
                           12:10     Mashawn Plummer (RIP) 
Tues.     18th        7:00     Theresa Hufnagel (RIP) 
Thurs.   20th       12:10    Dr. Carlos & Gladys Almeida (RIP) 
Fri.        21st        7:00     Theresa Hufnagel (RIP) 
                           12:10     Charles & Marion Joachim (RIP) 

PRAY FOR THEM  
Sick:          Annette Russo, Bill Hjorth, Nancy Alfano,  
                  Rosemary Reeves, Kevin Atwood, Terrie Stevens,  
                  Maripat Nellis, Craig Mitchell, Davy Hart,   
                  Anita Lopez, and Stan Godt 

HYMNS FOR MASS  
#420, #360, #707 (except 5:00 p.m. Sunday) 

REST IN PEACE:    
Theresa Hufnagel 

GETTING “FULLY” REGISTERED  
It’s not as controversial as getting vaccinated. Some of 
you only shared an email address with us in order to 
make a reservation for Mass, when advance registration 
for Mass was expected. But that is not the same as being 
registered as a member. Right now we have approx. 800 
in that category. Being a member of the parish helps us 
to better serve you and our community. If Assumption is 
your regular church, we invite you to complete the  
process of signing up.  
 
Here’s how:  Login from our homepage as you did 
when you were making Mass reservations. Then, from 
the “Welcome To Assumption Church” screen, click the 
link for “Address and family details” and enter your ad-
dress information.  You can also add other members to 
your family from this page.  Feel free to include as 
much personal information as you wish.   

TAX LETTER  
If you are a registered member of the parish and would 
like to receive a statement of contributions for 2021, 
please call or email the Parish Office.   

WEDDINGS  
DARIUS GRAYER & ALEXANDRA McCALLUM 



 
Assumption Church 

   
      Founded and Staffed by Members of the 

      Order of Friar Servants of Mary (Servites) 
 
       Rev. Joseph Chamblain, O.S.M., Pastor 
       Dr. Kevin Zajdel, Deacon 

 
       In Residence: 

       Rev. Michael Doyle, O.S.M. 
       Rev. John Fontana,  O.S.M. 
       Rev. John T.  Pawlikowski, O.S.M 
       Bro. Arnaldo M. Sanchez, O.S.M. 
       Rev. Eugene Smith, O.S.M. 
 
      MASSES: 
      Monday - Friday:  7:00, 12:10 PM 

      Saturday:  7:30, 5:00 PM (for Sunday) 

      Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 10:30, 12:15, 5:00 PM 
 
     CONFESSION: 
     Friday:  11:35 –12:05 PM 

     Daily after all Masses (on request) 
 
     ST. PEREGRINE DEVOTION: 
     Monday following the 12:10 Mass 
 
     EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: 
     Third Monday of the Month: 5:00 - 7:00 PM 
 
     WEDDINGS:  You do not have to be a member of     

     Assumption to get married at Assumption.  Contact  

     the Parish Office for more information. 
 
      BAPTISMS:  Second and fourth Sundays of the     

      month at 1:15 and the first weekend of the month    

      during Mass. 
      
      TEXT TO GIVE:  Sundaycoll to 312-900-8747 
       
      NIGHT EMERGENCIES:   312-661-3466 
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Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
Help care for aging Friars

who served at Assumption.
Remember

The Order of Friar Servants of Mary,

USA Province

in your will.

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!

Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied
by representative at time of contract execution.

Offer ends 12/31/2021. 

Call during this program & receive a
$50 restaurant gift card with in-home

estimate & free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and 
be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard 
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it 
deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) 
of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form 
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer 
ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-621-5197

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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